_ CHAIRMAN’S MULTICULTURAL 500 CLUB 


. The Novell Canberra Cosmos gratefully acknowledge the support of the following members: 


Cops 8 $2.00 


Kate Carnell Don McCracken Jim Longley 
Richard Clifton-Jones Daniel Moulis Rodney Alder 
Stephen Coutts Jock Murray lvan Domazet aebtte ”" 
: Johnathan Efkarpidis Michael Ockwell Nic Manikis Age N | 
Bill Gole Peter Perry Steve Doszpot yer 
Michael Iilssenberg Greg Walker Rod Gilmour Sat 
lan Knop John Walker John Elvy Novell 


] 
irman's Multicultural 500 Club offers exclusive benefits to members. In addition, a portion of your | 
ship goes directly to the Canberra Multicultural Festival effort. It’s a great way to support the 


sand your community. For membership enquiries, please contact Kerrie Brown - 02 925 22393. 


oO 
¢ 


PIMEIMNDVEP rex to 

fining up» PENALTY KICK, 

| wore thinking, MISS, 
MISS, 

' MISS? 

: TM fi Panihadand 


eMissed. 


1 start thinking “maybe that 
er 
fécause of NTE 


| Volume 2.Number 4 
Official magazine of the 
| Novell Canberra Cosmos 


SC hard or CHEER, 
¢ 

CREAM 

e - Sexy, yes! | 

But it's what's on | 


thinking ite 
SAME THING { oo 
VOU are, kaa 


“AnserrAusr@alia 


wen omer 


CORPORATE MEMBERS 
.D CARD The Avenue 


Tradesman’s Union Club 
Tyco Intemational 


1 


: " 


non ace ONUTAE ROAD 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 


MATCH DAY SPONSORS 


Bruce Stadium, Monday, | 
December 21, 1998 } 


ONgS 
Proud Match Day 


Sponsor 


CUSTOMER | Now you can dial 
SERVICE one number for all 

ifs; 17 10 | the latest information on 
_ET?" | ACTION bus services 


Lat Services to Cosmos games 

La Services to Brumbies and Raiders matches 
Sy All regular ACTION route bus services 
Lat School services 


\ Lost property, concessions and fares 


w= 


DISCOVER THE PLUSES OF BUSES! 


BARN 


Changing a coach is a most 
traumatic event for any club 
but Tony Brennan, in the 
space of only two weeks, has 
taken us from games in which 
we were conceding up to 
sight goals, to games that perhaps we 
should not have lost at all. Well done Tony. 


Anyone who knows Tony Brennan, and that 
would be a lot of people in Australia, would 
know that he is a man with a great sporting 
pedigree. As a schoolboy he played rugby 
union because the school he was attending 
did not play soccer. In 1974, Tony was 
selected to play union for Australian 
Schoolboys. 


At one stage Tony was playing both union 
and soccer every week, with a match of 
each code on two consecutive days. 


He played National League soccer for some 
eight years and for a number of clubs 


Novell Canberra Chairman 
Cosmos lan R. G, Knop 
Founded 1995 

3 Phipps Close 
Deakin ACT 2606 
Tel: (02) 6281 7981 
Fax: (02) 62817984 


Deputy Chairman 
Steve Doszpot 


Director of Finance 
Tony Pratezina 


Board of Directors 
Basil Pietrukowski 
Andrew Clark 

Nic Manikis 


Home Ground 
Bruce Stadium 


CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE enix 


including Brisbane Lions (now Brisbane 
Strikers), Blacktown, Monaro and Canberra. 


Tony was selected twice for the Australian 
national squad, first under Rudi Gutendorf, 
and then by Les Scheinflug for the World 
Cup qualifiers in 1982, only to be denied a 
full international cap by injury. 

We are fortunate to have had readily 
available to us a man of such quality. 


Today we welcome Northern Spirit to Bruce 
Stadium. The playing days of their coach, 
Graham Arnold, overlapped with those of 
Tony Brennan. It will be a fascinating and 
entertaining encounter. 


Today's match sponsor is ACTION buses. 
Their support, and that of the Department of 
Urban Services, is greatly appreciated as is 
all the support and encouragement we have 
we received from the general community 
over the difficult past two weeks. A heartfelt 
thanks to you all. 


Co-opted Members General Manager 


Vivienne Evans 
Greg Zwajgenberg 
David Nappo 
Acting Coach 
Tony Brennan 


Team Captain 
Ivan Zelic 


Bobby Clark 
Administration 

Cass Hampton 
Operations Manager 
Alan Lee 

Chief Steward 
Anthony Hatton 
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BERRA COSMOS 0 (0) 
ADELAIDE CITY 1 (0) 


rs: 78 Veart 0:1 


7 
nezevic, Popovich, Wilson, Zelic, 

a, Magnacca, Buljan, Langone (Clark 
glietti, Prenzoski, Musitano (Burt 88) 


stkovic, Ivanovic, Tobin, Talladira, 
eart (Yates 79), Mennillo, Constanzo, 
|, Terminello, Kim (Armour 68) 


ons: 
glietti (1), Zelic (61) 
nN (64), Talladira (88), Mennillo (89) 


se: D, Dwight 
1: About 1500 


SMITH BROS. 


ntainer freight station offering importers, 
exporters, freight forwarders, 
toms brokers and shipping companies 


[E ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL 


THEIR NEEDS 


ponsible people trained to handle your 
jo with care 
ercover loading and unloading for total 
jo protection! 
urity awareness 
amera surveillance 
| hour /7 day security guards 
puter generated reporting as client 
lagement tools 
nt direct access to our system via modem 
sargo & stock control 
y automated sea cargo facilities in con- 
tion with the Australian Customs Service! 
ident AQIS Officers 
ALL THIS AND MORE WITH 
ENDLY, EFFIGIENT SERVICE - JUST 
RING US (02) 9666 3466 
4 Bumborah Point Read, 
Port Botany NSW 2036 
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The ghosts of Cosmos past haunted the 
current team on Monday when they 


dominated the opposi 


ion, generated 


numerous chances, yet failed in all attempts 


to capitalise and then 


lose to the odd goal. 


Although Adelaide coach Zoran Matic stated 
that his players should have done a lot 


better, it was a control 


led and patient 


display by the visitors that having withstood 


the barrage were able 
through a 78th minute 


Canberra started with 


to reap the rewards 
strike by Carl Veart. 


he same shape as in 


their last match, and al 


so with the same 


enthusiasm. Knezevic, on what many have 
said were his last legs,was again in goal. 
Zelic was moved back to sweeper with 
Popovich, Amarildo and Wilson in front of 
him. Marcina, Langone, Magnacca and 
Prenzoski made up the midfield and Buljan 
and Musitano were the strikeforce, 


Adelaide lined up with the strength of Veart 


and Mori up front and the experience of 
Ivanovic and Tobin at the back. A solid 


? 


midfield and Jason Petkovic in goals was 
going to make Canberra's task difficult. 


The most surprising news about he line ups 
was more an off-the-field situation with 
Slovakian import and midfielder, Michael 
Hudec having disappeared since last Friday 
evening. It appears the Cosmos may be 
contacting the police to search for him. 


Five minutes into the game, Anthony 
Magnacca was fouled near the 
touchline.Doug Marcina took the free kick 
and found a rather unmarked Arnarildo at 
the far post, but his header was blocked 
before it could test Petkovic. Another five 
minutes and it was Damian Mori to try a free 
kick, but Knezevic was awake and held the 
shot comfortably. 


The midfield of Magnacca, Prenzoski and 
Langone were performing excellently,not 
only winning the ball, but creating good 
chances for Musitano and Buljan who in 
turn lost out to the opposition defenders. 


A flurry of action came about in the last five 


CLEANING SERVICES 


Commercial, 
Industrial, 
Retail, 

Carpet Cleaning & Maintenance 
Ramon Montero 
Telephone: 02 6258 6735 
Facsimile: 02 6258 6192 
Mobile: 0418 482 786 
PO Box 621, Dickson ACT 2602 


Investors Club 


minutes or so of the first half. Brad Hassell 
sent a long shot just wide, then Leo 
Langone had two chances, but was unable 
to get either on target. Finally, Vilson showed 
he now knows how to run by coming out to 
intercept a through ball and clear directly to 
Popovich. 


Nil-all at the break, and the very first time 
this season that the Cosmos had made it 
through to the break without conceding a 
goal. The defence was looking somewhat 
more confident and except for a wayward 
Lindsay Wilson clearance, were the best 

we've seen this season. 


Two minutes into the second half and 
Canberra should have been in the lead. 
Langone weaved his way to the edge of the 
box and instead of taking a shot layed the 
ball off to Anthony Magnacca. The youngster 
completely muffed his shot and from close 
range could not even get it on target. 


Then five minutes later and Adelaide were 
extremely unlucky not to score. Across into 
the box and Vilson was out to smother the 
ball. Some way he lost it through a challenge 
and Dino Mennillo's shot came back of the 
upright from less than 10m out. 


Canberra continued to threaten and twice 
near the quarter of the hour mark, Adelaide 
had problems clearing the ball from a corner. 
In the first instance Magnacca’s shot just 
curled wide of the post, whilst in the second 
Amarildo volleyed over. 


Continued pg 10 


http:/Iwww.investciub.com.au 


Robert & Diana Tuckwell 


Canberra Support Members. 


Tel (02) 6231 7344 
Mobile 0413 065 844 
Fax (02) 6296 4381 


Creating wealth through 
quality property investment 


No Cash Outlay 
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LUB NEWS 


TION GET ON BOARD 


3 match-day sponsor is a familiar 

0 all Canberrans, ACTION. The 

N ‘bus service is an integral part of 

mmunity which not only provides a 

rvice but also supports the 

Anity in other ways. 

ist of these is the support of ACTION 
parent department, the Department 

an Services, for the Canberra 

»s. This support is greatly 

iated. 

< YOU ACTION 


CHRISTMAS EVENT 
_,FOR‘COSMOS KIDS — 


7 | 
Whatever you do don’t forget next week, 2 | 
Monday 21 Decémber 1998 when the | 
Cosmos team invites all young footballers to 
bring (adult or child) to @,Gosmos Kids 
Christmas at Bruce Stadium. 


Santa will be there (of course), and there'll 
be a rock band, carol singing, junior games 
A and goodness knows what else. d 


«| 


> HELLENIC CLUB 


(OP CANBERRA LimitaD 


Gates will open at 3.45pm. | 


Look out for the Totalcare ticket which*will 
admit you and your friend into the ground. 
They could be available from your school or 
TO from the ground today from the supporters 


‘ 1} stand. 
BE DON’T MISS OUT. 


wens | > Totalcare 


> You'll never get a red 


card with Triple S 
Soccer #!@*! 


HE GOOD SPORTS 
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CLUB NEWS 


“The Canberra Cosmos Supporters Club 
has had a busy week. Right now we are 
panning the biggest Christmas party ever at 
Bruce Stadium and our members have 
distributing the free vouchers for the match 
on the 21st December to lots of junior 
football fans around town (see page 4 for 
details). Thankyou to all the hardworking 
people who have been helping prepare this 
event. 

Season ticket holders and Millennium Club 
members joined with Cosmos players and 
the Supporters Club for a fun BBQ on 
Saturday 5th December. The BBQ was a 
great chance to say thank you and to make 
up in a small way for our 2 “missed” home 
games because of repairs to Bruce Stadium 
in November. Fans were able to watch a bit 
of training, then join in with the players for 
lunch and a social “kick around”. 

The Supporters Club welcomes new 
members and if you would like to join 
please write to me at the Canberra Cosmos 
Supporters Club, PO Box 6035, Phillip ACT 
2602. 

Best wishes to the team for tonight's match 
and | hope to see lots of junior supporters 
and their friends at the Brisbane game on 
the 21st. Lets make it a COSMOS 
CHRISTMAS to remember! 


Peter Kunz President 
Canberra Cosmos Supporters Group 


5. 


sir 
i @ 


BELCONNEN SOCCER CLUB Stieeanvetrers 


Hawker, Corner of Belconnen Way and Springvale Drive and our newly-opened 
club at Melly, Corner of William Slim and Owen Dix Ds 


Belconnen = | 
Soccer Club, A a e 


kicking off your day 


For the information of members and guests 


Cass Hampton (Administrator) congratulates Jeff 
Konstantinou on the purchase of his COSMOS? 
number plate. 


Action from 
the 
“Schools 
Olympics” 
organised 
by the 
Cosmos 
and Soccer 
Canberra and co- 
orainated by 
Norman Kelly. 
Wanniassa Hills 
proved victorious. 


NOW AT TWO 


ives . 
= / 
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SlaSals CORNER ‘on srennan 


ERICCSON CUP ROUND 9 


Coaching a local 
NSL team is every 
coach's dream, even 
if it is by default. But 
a coach has to get 
his players to 
respond and | do 
everything | can to 
achieve this. 


However, getting 
players to respond is 
t a coach talking to or raving at or 

irm with players, although that's part 
ob. There has to be communication 
directions. The players must know 

m thinking and expect, but it is 

al that the people who have to do the 
> players, can have their say too and | 
age, and expect this. 


t mutual respect between players 
ach, there is no team. 


ompetitive in the National League a 
iust players with National League 
nce. Our side consists almost entirely 
srs with that experience. 


surprised then, that over the past 
eks we have seen a great 

ement. But the improvement must 
ie. I'm concerned that much hard 
nd patience during a game can be 

| when chances aren't taken. We 

ot to be able to take those chances. 
| that can do that is a successful 


2ek | have players returning from 

nd suspension. They will all want to 
¢ line-up, and | will have to make 
ard decisions. | know what it’s like to 
on the bench; I’ve been there. 


we welcome Northern Spirit. With the 
irit in the team we will do our best to 
ttle bit more at our visitors expense. 


THE POWER OF CANBERRA 


| Soccer - Official magazine of the Novell Canberra Cosmos 


TEAM 

Perth Glory 
Marconi 

Sth Melbourne 
Adelaide City 
Sydney United 
Carlton 

Sydney Olympic 
Adelaide Sharks 
North. Spirit 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melb. Knights 
Woll'gong Wolves 
Gippsland 
Newcastle 


DMoOnmDmnMDawmawMnaHONHoHowHAOWHO DV 


©o 


Canb. Cosmos 


Round 10 Matches: Brisbane Strikers v Sdyney 
United, Melb. Knights v Adelaide Sharks, Perth 
Glory v Marconi, Carlton v Newcastle , Woll’gong 
Wolves v Gippsland, Adelaide City v Sth Melb., 


Sydney Olympic - BYE 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


TEAM 

Newcastle 

North. Spirit 

AIS 

Marconi 

Sydney Olympic 
NSWIS 
Wollongong 

QAS 

Sydney Utd Colts 
Sdyney United 
North. Spirit Colts 
ACTAS 

Marconi Colts 
Syd Olym. Acad. 9 
Woll’gong Colts 8 
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= NY @2onmAN > 
NOGA 43408N 


MATCH DAY TEAM LISTS 


OMDNDAAWNH 


Coach 


Vilson Knezevic 
Harry James 
Toplica Popovich 
Daniel Burt 
Lindsay Wilson’. 
Ivan Zelic (Captain) 
Doug Mary¢ina 
Anthony Magnacca 
Nick Mrdja 
Peter Buljan 
David Arranz, 
[Leo Langone 
[Andrew Clark 

| Amarildo Miglietti 

' Michal Hudec 
\Wlia Prenzoski 
‘Michael Musitano 
Norman Kelly 
GeoffiHowarth 
Grant Barlow. 
Oscar Zamora 
Scott Conlon 
Elliot Zwangobani 
Paul Roberts 


Tony Brennan 


CONOOTAON—= 


NOVELL CANBERRA COSMOS 


gratefully acknowledges the support of our shareholder clubs 


John Perosh 
Nicholas Purdue 
Eddie Bosnar 
anyCrook 

Mark Rudan 

Luke Casserly 
Kresimir Marusic 
Robbie Slater 
Graham Arnold) 
Gabriel Mendez 
Troy Cranney 
James Stubbs-Mills 
Phillio Moss / 
Tony Perinigh 
Scott Ollérenshaw 
Daniel, Watkins 
Paul) Bilokapic 
Paul Wearne 


* Clayton Zane 


Paul Blazincic 
Michael Cuncio 
Paul Henderson 
Matthew Langdon 
Robert Enes 


Graham Arnold 


and organisations for the 1998/99 season. 


Ren 


he CANBERRA CITY SOCCER CLUB 


BELCONNEN SOCCER CLUB 


Sta ity CANBERRA DEAKIN SOCCER CLUB 


lub 


SOCCER CANBERRA 


BERR, 
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17 


Novell 
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ve welcome the Northern Spirit Youth 
Bruce Stadium, after a welcome 
week over the Marconi Colts team. 

osanovic, back in goal, would have 

articularly happy with the result as it 

: first clean sheet of the season. 

1oked very safe and seems to have 

red the confidence he had at the 

ng of the season, which saw him 

ip for the Australian Schoolboys’ 

yainst Wales in October. Another 

of the game that pleased coach Ray 

vas the fact that the boys retained 

scipline in the face of some 

nable tackles from the opposition. 

alywada and Elliot Zwangobani in 

idle of the defence gave the solidity 

allowed Adam Williams, Luke Morgan 

ant Chick the freedom to play wide 

3d the midfielders. 


| Sermeno, captaining the team for 
t time, Yosef Zamora and Cosmos 
David Arranz provided the skill and 


FOR ALL YOUR 
COSMOS NEWS 


Sieh 200 


sd babi A ae 
CANBERRA 
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aggression in midfield to match anything 
that Marconi Colts could muster. Goran 
Veljanovski, Daniel Aliffi and substitute Matt 
Jullienne constantly troubled the Marconi 
back line with their speed and skilful 
interplay. 


Elliot Zwangobani scored his first goal for 

he Academy in the fifth minute heading into 
the net a back-header from Luke Morgan 
following a long throw. ACTAS had two 
other very good opportunities to add to the 
lead in the first half - both headers; after 
half-an-hour Sermeno sent over a good 
cross which Brent Chick put just over the 
bar - no one had told him he had time to 
bring the ball down for a volley; two minutes 
later from the other side Chick acted as 
provider and sent over another excellent ball 
which Veljanovski headed over. 


The Academy had to wait until five minutes 
before the end of the game before they 
added to the score. Following some 


i Mow: Village 
BIZ sx1 enjoy our 
YY 


y Z Yy natural bushland 
i My surroundings, 
y, only minutes 

from Bruce 
Stadium. 
Present this 
ad to receive 
your free 
Golden Chain 
Discount Card. 


Proudly 
supporting 
soccer in 
Canberra 


MoexVillage 


Telephone 
1 800 026 199 


ACTAS 


aggressive approach work midfielder Yosef 
Zamora found himself one-on-one with the 
Marconi keeper and coolly slotted the ball 
past him to record his first goal in the 
Academy colours. 


As this is Northern Spirit's debut season in 
the National Youth League, we do not have 
any record against them; but they are 
currently sitting in second place and have 
only lost once this year. There is no denying 
that tonight will be a testing time for us, but 
the team is now playing with great 
confidence, and has the ability to take apart 
any team in the NYL. Following our recent 
narrow losses over three top teams, we are 
learning quickly to become hungrier and 
meaner, in order to ensure a positive result. 


Footnote: Nice to see that ex-Academy 
player, Mikey Katz, scored in Gippsland 
Falcon’s Youth team’s 3-1 win, last week, 
over the Melbourne Knights. Well done 
Mikey! 


SEH, 
~=O- 


on 


AUSTRALIAN WATER SERVICE §————- 
AUSTRALIAN WATER SERVICES are proud to support the Novell 


Canberra Cosmos and wish them a successful season. 


AUSTRALIAN WATER SERVICES is jointly owned by Lend Lease 
Corporation and the world’s largest water company, Suez Lyonnaise 
des Eaux. AWS works with individual communities to provide 


leading edge solution to local water and sewerage needs. 


AUSTRALIAN WATER SERVICES utilise the latest technology to 
achieve environmentally sound and cost effective solutions in 
partnership with state and local government authorities and 


industry. 


We currently treat over 80% of Sydney's drinking water. The 
prospect Plant supplies clean and healthy water to over 3 million 


people. 

The answer is crystal clear. 

Australian Water Services 

Level 11, 580 George Street Sydney, NSW 2000 
Ph: (02) 9265 6900 Fax: (02) 9267 8399 


TEAM LIST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 14 


1 Rade Kosanovic 
2 Adam Williams 
3 Brent Chick 
4 David Palywoda 
5 Elliot Zwangobani 
6 Luke Morgan 
7 Yosef Zamora 
8 Manuel Sermeno 
9 Daniel Aliffi 
10 Goran Veljanovski 
VW David Arranz 
12 Matt Jullienne 
13 Daniel Raad 
14 Phil Yarnold 
15 Andy Rakic 
16 Stephen Kemp 
17 Dominic La Butte 
18 Aimed Shadmaan 
19 Steven Craig 
20 Ante Ruskan 
FINE FOOD AND 
WINE TO TANTALIZE 
THE SENSES 


Experience the history and warmth of Canberra's premier 
| boutique hotel when dining at Chifley's at the Kurrajong 


| © Sumptuous breakfasts seven day, 


+ Pasta Express or luncheon grill menu 
Monday-Friday 


oT 


Jising a la carte dinner menu seven days, 


# Jazz in Isabella's, 
Friday 5.30-7 30pm 
with free bar snacks 


WINNER: 
199 Glen ite Arad 
forthe Bet Resturant 


* Curl up at the Kurrajong dinner, Riis 


bed and breakfast package 
$230 per couple 


For bookings please 
telephone (02) 6234 4444, | 


im ACT 2600 
x (02) 6214 4466 


TMPRaari4 
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als continued to try for that elusive 
slic blasted over from a free kick and 
| Musitano showed a brief bit of 

e only to see his shot saved very well 
ovic. Meanwhile at the other 

ezevic showed his sweeping skills by 
| out 25m and intercepting a through 
ore laying it off calmly to a teammate. 


le more chances at both ends before 
alladira was able to get past Lindsay 
to send in a low cross from the right. 
irst time volley was well saved by 

fic, but the rebound then bounced off 
jh of Carl Veart and into the goal. 


smos pushed forward for the 
er, even bringing on young Danny 
r Musitano and playing him up front 
xtra target man. They had two more 
3s, two headers. The first came from 
ina cross and found Amarildo head 

t at Petkovic, whilst the second saw a 
eekick find Danny Burt, but his 
yt Went over. 


ast minute of play, Adelaide could 
oubled their tally of goals when Mori 
himself one-on-one with Knezevic. 
per showed great clam in timing his 
f the shot. 


said afterwards that “Adelaide City 
dlay well against the bottom team. 
Sanberra) showed alertness and 

tion, and especially commitment, 
ning my players didn’t.” 

ennan was disappointed. “A mistake 
the goal. | was happy with the way 
yed. Vilson was confident and didn't 
Jown, but fitness overall is a problem. 
he crossing and shooting let us down 
i" 


OSMOS REVIEW continues romeas 


woe T 


Internet... Internet... Internet... 


sto aver 190 High quality Int 
res for oaly 329-95 per month, 


‘Courses rang fom 
1 Mierosnt Ottice Applications 

@ Programming Courses 
Networking Courses 

1 Besiness and Management Coorses 


see htodaining dynamite com au for more inforoation 


Corporate Servig 
Internet Access Plans from $10.00 per month a 


Unlimited Hour Plans foom $32.00 per month : 


Reduced Setup Fee - saving of $2 

2. 100 Block hours Internet Access for $105.00 - saving of $20.00 
Half Price Permanent ISDN connection - saving of $500.00 
Free Online Training Setup - saving of $30.00 


Dynamite leteraet 
£2628 Wiecheombe Court, Mitchell ACT 2911 


hose: (26242 4000 (Casbera o¢ 1800 657873 (Oubide Casbera) 
Frcs: it 


BERRg Rock the Net with the 
Worldwide Game! 


Soccer Canberra website 


www.actsf.org.au 
e@ 


K arta 

A sport, 
Novell Recreation ex 
Racing 


Proud 
supporters of 
Soccer in 
Canberra 


Smokefree 


Qui 


-novell.com.au/cosmos/cosmos.htm 


for the latest Cosmos News on the web 
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FOCUSED 


SERVICE 


SOLUTIONS 


($9) lotalcare 


INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


Committed to supporting the 


Novell Canberra Cosmos 
and the promotion of 
soccer in Canberra 


Locally owned and operated, 
Totalcare provides a diverse range 
of quality services including: 
Property and facilities management; 
Building maintenance; 
Construction and project management; 
Civil engineering and public 
asset maintenance; 


Linen hire and laundry services and 
medical instrument sterilisation; 


Environmental waste management 
and disposal; and 


Fleet management, plant and truck 
hire and heavy haulage. 


A quality service provider to local 
and interstate clients. 


For further information 
telephone: (02) 6207 5300 


@ MM E NT Frank Cachia 


ten enough that Canberra soccer 

3rs unite in their opinions but one such 
1 should hear a chorus of disapproval at 
its made in Armchair Athlete section of 
ide”, Monday, December 7, 1998. 

ticle the Canberra Cosmos side was 
xd as “Canberra's national sporting 
issments”, after David Kirkpatrick had 
n to watch the televised game between 
‘a and Wollongong. Now, | am not a 

t and | don’t wish to get into a slanging 
vith Mr Kirkpatrick, but what is 

assing to Canberrans is a writer for our 
wspaper attaching the tag 

rassments” to fellow Canberrans who 
ort. 


‘who has seen the Cosmos play 
out this season will in no-way feel 


embarrassed with the efforts against 
Wollongong, or most recently against Adelaide 
City. 

The article was riddled with cheap shots at the 
Cosmos, not least of all, the soccer pedigree of 
caretaker coach Tony Brennan. This man 
represented Australia, while many other 
“Armchair Athletes” could only manage to sit 
back in their recliner and watch. It is true 
Brennan had only coached an under 14's side, 
but | never heard the local media question the 
coaching credentials of Mal Meninga when he 
went straight from playing to coaching. 

As local soccer supporters we should not 
accept these comments when they are not 
deserved. This is our local side, filled with local 
boys who are giving their best - that is not 
embarrassing - kicking a side when it's down is. 


C YER PROF | LE By Dylan Durie 


TOPLICA POPOVICH 


. Popovich, or Toppy to his mates, is 
the Cosmos elder statesmen. The 
r-old Queanbeyan family man, 

J with three kids, has played top flight 
ll in Hong Kong with the Happy Valley 
He describes the set-up there as 
professional but of a lower standard” 
NSL. 

|| defender, slotting in at right back 
new coach Tony Brennans four-four- 
stem, is renowned for his amazing 

a and is proud of his fitness, 

ping it as his best attribute. 


jhout his junior days Popovich was a 
only making the switch to defence 
he was sixteen. He began playing 

r when he was very young because 
oyed sport and wanted to join in with 
nds. 

ich is contracted to the Cosmos for 
xt two years and the local junior 

to stay with the club as long as 

ole. His ambition is to wina 
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championship with 
the Canberra team, a 
goal he believes to be 
achievable. 


In the short term 
Popovich is aiming for 
the Cosmos to win all 
its remaining home 
games this season, 
but thinks the team 
might first need to be 
strengthened with 
“one or two additions 
to the squad”. 


Outside football his interests are golf, tennis 
and fishing, the typical hobbies of a 
professional sportsman. He also loves 
seafood and Friends, his favourite television 
show, and hopes to become a builder when 
his playing career is over. 

With his determination to succeed and 
commitment to the local cause, Popovich 
will be a very important part of the Cosmos, 
not just for this year, but for many to come. 
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